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Abstract: - Historically a cornerstone of scholarly endeavor, is reinventing 

itself in today's networked society to meet these new demands. Instead of a 

building that holds books, the library is evolving into an electronic portal to a 

growing global collection of digital content. The doors to this virtual library 

are now open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and the library's holdings 

come to the user when needed. Today's library includes sophisticated tools that 

make it easy to find the best information resources, delivering them to one's 

desktop or mobile computing device at the push of a button. The present paper 

focus on the changing role of traditional library to paperless library. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The history of libraries shows that library parallels 

the history of writings. For about 5,500 years 

when people have made written records of their 

ideas, their relations to others they started 

thinking to preserve these records. The evolution 

of those recorded ideas shows that bone, clay, 

metals, wood, papyrus, silk, leather, birch bark 

and palm leaves, paper, film, plastics are used for 

this purpose. With the advancement of technology 

the new addition is magnetic tape. At almost 

every stage in the development of those materials 

, people started thinking of assembling the 

collection of their records in a particular place 

which is designated as library.  

 

LIBRARIAN : PAST SCENARIO :- 

Earlier the information was available in library -

centric model. Librarians during past years were 

busy in handling the traditional role of the 

librarian like collecting, organizing and 

disseminating information. Networking of 

libraries was not in much use. Use of Internet and 

its resources were used rarely. Orientations to all 

these resources were very much in demand for 
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both library and information professionals as well 

as user communities.  

 

WHAT IS LIBRARY: 

A collection of materials organized to provide 

physical bibliographic and intellectual access to a 

target group with a staff that is trained to provide 

services & programmers relating to the 

information needs of the target group.  

 

ELECTRONIC-LIBRARY : 

An electronic library is a heterogeneous system in 

which information is available in hard copy, on 

magnetic  tape  and  discs,  CD-ROMs  and 

videodiscs, and also from online sources. Storage 

and copying of information are done either by  

downloading or by printing from a master file. 

Such libraries are can provide very diverse 

information; however,   electronic libraries will 

evolve in an incremental fashion and, at least for 

the next few decades. 

 

DIGITAL LIBRARY: 

Digital library is an organized collection of 

digitized material deployed over internets and 

internet via web. A digital library is organized and 

focused collection of digital objects, including 

text , images, video and audio, along with 

methods for access and retrieval and for selection, 

creation, organization and maintenance of the 

collection. 

 

 

VIRTUAL LIBRARY : 

Access to electronic information in a variety of 

remote locations through a local online catalogue 

or other gateway, such as the internet  

 

HYBRID LIBRARY: 

Concept of the hybrid library .while digital 

libraries are by definition focused on delivery of 

access to collections of digital works, there is a 

body of informed opinion that: really, the 

objective is to develop information systems 

providing access to a coherent collection of 

material, more and more of which will be in 

digital format as time goes on, and to fully exploit 

the opportunities that are offered by the materials 

that are in digital formats, There is, in reality, a 

very strong continuity between traditional library 

roles and missions and the objectives of digital 

library systems (Lynch and Molina, par. 3). 

 

 CHANGE IN TREND:- 

Today the information is available in 

distributed model. Hence there was a need to 

break away from the constraints of a library 

centric model and explore an environment where 

information exists in distributed sites and in many 

formats. The traditional realms of expertise of 

librarians remain relevant in the information 

infrastructure particularly in those components 

that relate to information management users and 

training. Hence there is need of transition in the 

skills sets of librarians. The librarians need to 

upgrade their skills to pick up the new 

technological aspects like working with web 
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designing, internet, search engine and lot more . 

This will help librarians to build their own library 

web pages and provide information to its clientele 

effectively and efficiently. The identification of 

appropriate information resources, the 

mechanisms for information searching for 

relevant content, and the framework for 

organizing information for personal use are all 

challenges to be addressed in the new age of cyber 

world. Librarians and information professionals 

have much to contribute to the building of new 

frameworks for identifying, accessing and 

managing the content. 

Use of the internet in libraries has changed the 

concept of information searching and retrieving. 

The usual concept of the internet is as an 

information resource, bringing a wide range of 

material from around the world to a local 

machine. This view of the Net tends to assume 

this information is free and therefore is probably 

limited in scope. It is more accurate to view the 

Internet as a low cost means of communication 

and in this capacity it is heavily used by libraries 

to reach a variety of priced services. Librarians 

may be involved with designing the structure of 

the site, and are likely to have responsibility for 

some of the general content. They certainly will 

be providing pages about library services. 

The technology revolution has brought many 

changes to the way librarians and library staff 

manage their day and provide information to 

users. "Up until ten years ago, libraries were book 

focused institutions. There were just print card 

catalogs; 

online vendor databases had barely become tools 

in the librarian's arsenal to answer questions; the 

Internet as we know it now was still years away 

from practical use. Library acquisitions, 

cataloging and circulation were done via paper or 

managed by using print ledgers, pens and card 

pockets. Spreadsheets,   internal   databases   or   

other productivity software was never used to 

manage library data. 

 

TRADITIONAL      LIBRARY      IS 

CHARACTERIZED BY THE FOLLOWING: 

� emphasis on storage and preservation of 

physical items, particularly books and 

periodicals 

� cataloging at a high level rather than one of 

detail, e.g., author and subject indexes as 

opposed to full text.  

� browsing based on physical proximity of 

related materials, e.g., books on sociology are 

near one another on the shelves passivity; 

information is physically assembled in one 

place; users must travel to the library to leam 

what is there and make use of it 

 

BY CONTRAST, A DIGITAL LIBRARY 

DIFFERS FROM THE ABOVE IN THE 

FOLLOWING WAYS: 

emphasis on access to digitized materials 

wherever they may be located,  with 

digitization eliminating the need to own or 

store a physical item cataloging down to 

individual words or glyphs browsing based on 

hyperlinks, keyword, or any defined measure 
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of relatedness; materials on the same subject 

do not need to be near one another in any 

physical sense  

 

PAPERLESS LIBRARY: 

21st century web savvy people believe that one 

day everything ever created by humans will be 

available online. Call it the myth or a truth it is the 

future of Digital Libraries. Because there is 

unlimited real estate in cyberspace and because 

media can be digitized, we can fill cyberspace 

with all human knowledge and give everyone 

access to it. Information in all forms is recognized 

as a very valuable   and   powerful   resource,   

forcing information management disciplines to 

become highly professional and technologically 

updated. All information in any recorded format 

can be conveyed in one common format—digital. 

This paints the vision of a sweeping and awesome 

potential of "Paperless Society". 

The future Digital Libraries are not a science 

fiction or the librarian's nightmare, it is actually a 

dream come true. So the future Digital Libraries 

can be visualized as a library without a single 

physical lending item on the shelves, without 

books in print, library without shelves, just large 

cooled servers, whirring digital archives linked 

through digital networks with machines for 

copying and distribution. Libraries whether they 

are Hybrid, Electronic or Digital are icons of our 

cultural intellect, totems to the totality of 

knowledge. To claim, as some now do, that the 

"Paperless Society" will make libraries obsolete 

concept is as silly as saying shoes have made feet 

unnecessary. Libraries will have a prominent role 

to play in the era of "Paperless Society" 
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